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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588 Email: GTC@gillinghamdorset-tc.gov.uk
Minutes of an interim meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 28th November 2016 commencing at 8.35 pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

Present:
Cllr B Von Clemens (Chairman), Cllr Ms A Baker, Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr R Evill,


Cllr A Frith, Cllr P Harris, Cllr Mrs S Hunt, and Cllr Miss N Purkis.
In attendance:
Mrs Julie Hawkins, Planning Committee Clerk.


Two members of the public.
286.
To receive apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllr D Walsh, Cllr Miss E Jones and Cllr S Joyce. 

287.
Declarations of Interest - Members are required to comply with the requirements of Section 27 
of the Localism Act 2011 discloseable pecuniary interests.

There were no declarations of interest.
288.
Planning Applications:

a. 
Planning Application No: 2/2016/1546/FUL



Proposal: Change of use from Retail (A1) to Landscape Gardeners Office and Store (B1and 


B8) with associated alterations and erection of replacement roof.



Location: The Dorset Store, Station Road, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4QA



COMMENTS:


Cllr Ms Baker reminded members that Application No. 2/2016/1546/FUL had already been 


considered by the Planning Committee at a meeting held on Monday 14th November and asked why 

the application needed to be re-considered.



The Committee Clerk explained that the application had originally been advertised as a proposal to 

‘erect replacement roof and carry out alterations (demolish sheds, greenhouse and pergola)’, 


however, the correct description of the proposal is ‘Change of use from Retail (A1) to Landscape 


Gardeners Office and Store (B1and B8) with associated alterations and erection of replacement 


roof’, therefore the application had to be re-advertised.


Cllr Ms Baker referred to the Gillingham Neighbourhood Plan and informed members that the 


aspiration for Station Road is for a comprehensive mixed use redevelopment which could include 


new retail units, cafes / restaurants, office space, workshops and residential areas to create a vibrant 

area of 
the town. 


The Chairman reminded members that as the Neighbourhood Plan is not an adopted document the 

policies cannot be used.


Following a discussion, all voting members agreed that they had no objections to the application.
288.
Planning Applications continued:



RECOMMENDATION:



Gillingham Town Council has no objections to the application for the Change of use from Retail 


(A1) to Landscape Gardeners Office and Store (B1and 
B8) with associated alterations and erection 

of replacement roof.


b.
Planning Application No: 2/2016/1661/FUL


Proposal: Erect 1 No. replacement dwelling and 3 bay garage/tool store (demolish existing dwelling 
and outbuildings).


Location: Glendon Farm, Mapperton Hill, Milton-on-Stour, Dorset, SP8 5QD



COMMENTS:


Cllr Mrs Hunt welcomed the proposal to re-use the existing stone and tiles and stated that in her 


opinion the proposal will tidy up and improve the area.  Cllr Mrs Hunt concurred with the Tree 


Officer’s report and emphasised the need to retain the existing boundary hedge with the B3092 


road and in-filled the hedge where necessary.


Cllr Mrs Beckley referred to the previous application and informed the meeting that, in comparison,  

the footprint of the building is smaller.



Cllr Ms Baker reminded members that the town council had not objected to the previous application 

which was for a dwelling which was much bigger and more domineering.  Cllr Ms Baker stated that 


in her opinion the proposal is in character and will improve the area.


All voting members agreed that they had no objections to the application.



RECOMMENDATION:

Gillingham Town Council has no objections to the application.
c.
Planning Application No: 2/2016/1634/ADV


Proposal: Install 1 No. fascia sign with illuminated dealer name & 2 No.600x600mm sq. 
acrylic 
boxes 
fitted to the face.


Location: The Old Brewery, Wyke Road, Gillingham, SP8 4NW



COMMENTS:


Cllr Evill informed members that to date, three objections have been submitted and these objections 

are mainly due to the fact that the premises are situated within the Conservation Area.


The Chairman informed the meeting that Historic England has been consulted and they do not 


consider that it is necessary for the application to be notified to them under the relevant statutory 


provisions.


Cllr Frith raised concerns over the application and stated that in his opinion the signage will be an 

intrusion into the area and will have an adverse affect on the residential properties opposite.



Cllr Ms Baker informed the meeting that the applicants are agents for high quality motorcycles and      

are one of the most respected Italian motorcycle specialists in the country.  Cllr Ms Baker stated that 

in her opinion the building is looking shabby and the new business will improve the building and be 

an asset to the area.  Cllr Ms Baker referred to the proposed signage and informed the meeting that 

the candelas per square metre will not exceed 300.  Cllr Ms Baker explained that at present, the wall 

is bathed in light from adjacent street lights and the proposed illuminated sign will not be brighter 

than the street lights.  Cllr Ms Baker stated that the sign is part of the corporate image and the 


proposed illumination is a very low soft glow.


Cllr Mrs Beckley concurred with Cllr Ms Baker and stated that in her opinion the sign is small and 

will not be intrusive.
288.
Planning Applications continued:



Cllr Frith stated that he does not object to the proposed sign but he does object to the illumination of 

the proposed sign.



Cllr Harris stated that if you drive along the B3081 from the Wincanton direction the sign will be 


hidden from view by the old brewery building.  Cllr Harris stated that he did not object to the sign 

but asked why it is necessary for the sign to be illuminated.



Cllr Mrs Beckley stated that the signage could be a corporate image requirement for the franchise.



Cllr Mrs Hunt suggested that in order to reduce the impact on neighbouring residents, a condition 


could be imposed restricting the times that the sign can be illuminated.



Following a vote, five voting members supported the application subject to a condition stating that 

the signage should not be illuminated after 11pm and before 7am.


Cllr Frith objected to the application as he believes the proposed signage will be an intrusion into the 

area which will have an adverse affect on the residential properties opposite.



Cllr Harris abstained from voting.



RECOMMENDATION:



Gillingham Town Council would have no objections to the application subject to a condition 


stating that the signage should not be illuminated after 11pm and before 7am.



d. 
Planning Application No: 2/2016/1603/HOUSE 

Proposal: Erect garage

Location: 1 Victoria Road Gillingham SP8 4HY


COMMENTS:


Cllr Ms Baker stated that Victoria Road consists of quaint characterful dwellings and in her opinion 

the proposed garage will be intrusive and out of character with the area.  Cllr Ms Baker raised 


concerns over the proposed height of the apex and stated that in her opinion the proposal is an 


overdevelopment of the site.



Cllr Von Clemens, Cllr Mrs Hunt and Cllr Mrs Beckley supported the application.



Five voting members had the following objections to the application:

· The proposed garage is intrusive to the street scene and out of character with the area which is predominately quaint and characterful dwellings.

· The proposal may constitute an over-development of the site.


RECOMMENDATION:



Gillingham Town Council has the following objections to the application:

· The proposed garage is intrusive to the street scene and out of character with the area which is predominately quaint and characterful dwellings.

· The proposal may constitute an over-development of the site.
289.
Tree Works Applications: 

a.
Application No: 2/2016/1660/CATREE


Proposal: T1 - Conifer - Fell


T2 and T3 - Acer - Fell


T4, T5 and T6 - Birch - Reduce canopies by no more than 3m


Location: 16 Milford Court, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4SX

289.
Tree Works Applications continued: 




COMMENTS:


Following a discussion, all members agreed that they had no objections to the proposal to 



reduce the canopies of T4, T5 and T6 subject to approval by the Tree Officer; however, all 



voting members object to the proposal to fell T2 and T3 as there is insufficient information and 


evidence to justify the proposal.



RECOMMENDATION:


Gillingham Town Council has no objections to the proposal to reduce the canopies of T4, T5 and T6 

subject to approval by the Tree Officer.




Gillingham Town Council objects to the proposal to fell T2 and T3 as there is insufficient



information and evidence to justify the proposal.

Closure.  The meeting closed at 9.08pm.
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